THE   WOMEN   OF   PERSIA

would not be at all right for me to see her more than
once in the same dress ! And I certainly never did,
although I was visiting her twice weekly for some
months.

This good lady exercised a very great influence
over her husband (a most unusual thing in Persia),
partly, perhaps, on account of her social position and
also because she possessed a large amount of property
in her own right. Before she came to live with her
husband in Yezd she said she would only come with
the understanding that she was to be the only wife,
and I believe the prince kept to the agreement as
long as she was with him. But he must have found
it very hard, for I have heard that before his wife
came no girl dared be out after dusk, so afraid were
they of the prince and his courtiers.

One day I was visiting in the anderoon in company
with the lady doctor who was attending one of the
children, and lunch was announced; so the prince
made us sit down with them and partake of the
mid-day meal. After lunch the prince amused him-
self by vaccinating all the children he could lay hands
on (not his own, but those of the servants). The
children did not seem to see the joke quite so much
as the prince did ! They were much too frightened
to run away, and stood trembling in their shoes wait-
ing for their turn to come. At that time, too, no
one in the anderoon dared say they had toothache, for
if they did immediately the prince would call for his
forceps, and out would come a tooth. Perhaps it
might happen to be the offender, but just as likely it
would be an innocent tooth which had never given
its owner a moment's pain!
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